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Literacy Quick Facts!

In BC, 1 in 4 children is 
developmentally vulnerable 
when beginning kindergarten 
and 1 student in 5 is not 
completing high school in the 
expected time. 
Almost 4 in 10 youths aged 
15 have insufficient reading 
skills.

40% of BC adults struggle 
with the skills necessary to 
read a newspaper, fill out a 
work application form, read a 
map or understand a lease.

Source: www.decoda.ca

Early literacy is what children know about 
reading and writing before they can actually read 
and write. Stories, songs and rhymes are powerful 
mediums to promote the positive exchanges between 
parents and newborns that contribute to healthy 
childhood development and early learning. Reading, 
talking, singing and having conversations with new-
borns are the best ways to build early language and 
literacy skills. These early skills are known to impact 
a child’s lifelong development. Children raised in 
literate households are likely to enter Grade 1 with 
several thousand hours of one-to-one, pre-reading 
experience behind them, and children aged 2 to 3 
who are read to several times a day do substantially 
better in Kindergarten at the age of 4 and 5 than 
youngsters who are read to only a few times a week 
or less. Parents’ literacy matters too. 
Source: ABC Life Literacy Canada, www.abclifelit-
eracy.ca

Research by H.E.L.P. and numerous other stud-
ies confirm that a strong foundation in early literacy is 
crucial to a child’s success in school and later in life. 
The newborns of today are an important investment 
for a community’s future success. The effects of low 
literacy are not seen for a generation. The need for 
early intervention is now.

Public libraries are community expert centres – 
being the “go-to” resource that gathers all information 
about literacy supports in your local community into 

one place. Surrey Libraries offer a multitude 
of just-right literacy programs:

Early Years
Early literacy programs such as storytimes 
for babies, toddlers, preschoolers, Daddy 
Storytimes, Storytimes to Help Learn English 
offered in Punjabi and Mandarin.

Middle Years – after-school book clubs, 
computer camps, pre-teen events and craft 
programs.

In 2012, more than 14,000 Surrey kids 
joined the popular Summer Reading Club, 
a provincial program to encourage kids to 
continue reading over the summer. Close 
to half of these kids read for 50 or more 
days to earn themselves the highly coveted 
Summer Reading Club medal. Another 

popular program is the Coast Capital Savings 
Reading Buddies program, a program that 
pairs young struggling beginning readers 
with enthusiastic, supportive teen mentors 
at 6 of Surrey’s branch libraries.   

Teen Years
Surrey is keeping libraries as a destination for 
engaging with teens at the new City Centre 
Library that hosts a stunning, dedicated ful-
ly-equipped games room, where teens can 
gather, talk, do homework or eat popcorn and 
participate in Xbox playoffs. Or teens may 
join the Teen Advisory Group, or a multitude 
of other opportunities from book discussion 
and writer groups to stimulating lectures.  

Check your local libraries to see what 
programs and services they offer.

Your Library: the place to go if your child needs help with reading

Early Literacy: the best way to tackle 
low literacy is to prevent it!

Among Your Children

Combatting
ILLiteracy
Surrey Libraries provides useful information to increase 

your child’s literacy and learning levels
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Ditch Your Computer?  
Is technology harming our  

children’s ability to learn to read?

According to Common Sense Media, a respected 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to educating 
and guiding families around children’s use of media, 
“adults look at media like a brave new world – but to 
kids it’s just life.” The organization believes teaching 
our kids to be savvy, respectful and responsible media 
users is the direction families should look to, since 
today’s children are living a ‘Digital Life,’ where 
they live in a media world 24/7. This does not mean 
children’s access should have no limitations, but rather 
that parents need to be involved with and educating 
their children about responsible media use. 

More families are equipping their children with 
iPhones, iPads, laptops and home Internet access 
which can be helpful for homework, research and 
reading.  If a family can’t afford computers or keep 
them up-to-date with the latest upgrades, they can 
get that at the library, with the value-added help of 
a friendly librarian guide. The Internet can be a hit 
or miss tool even for experienced adult searchers. 
Helping children to sift through and evaluate online 
information quickly is a skill libraries teach every day.  

Most public libraries also offer E-books for 
parents and children and some even lend E-readers.  
Imagine an ordinary day at the library. It is 3:00 p.m. 
and a young student comes in with ear buds and a 
backpack. She pulls out her iPhone and quickly calls 
her friend saying she has staked out a prime study 
spot so they can work on their science fair project 
together. Sure they use the library computers to get 
some information for their project – but they also 
need a few books since their teacher has said they 
can’t just use the Internet. 

“Children are 
made readers 
on the laps of 
their parents.” 

– Emilie Buchwald

Among Your Children

Combatting
ILLiteracy

SALON & SPA

CHRISTMAS IS IN THE AIR AT 
GUZEL SALON & SPA

Seasons
     Greetings!

Christmas retail 
PACKAGES UP TO 30% Off 

PURCHASE $100
GIFT CERTIFICATE AND receive 
$20 GIFT CERTIFICATE FREE

PURCHASE $200 ON
HAIR SERVICES AND

RECEIVE A mini
curling/ FLAT iron

FREE VALUE OF $40.00

SALON & SPA

   
Tel: 604-572-8585 / Call Nick: 604-760-5654 

 

A-Class Fabrication Co.Ltd. H 8065, 130 St, Surrey BC, V3W 7X4

www.railingvancouver.cawww.aclassfabrication.ca

Email: aclassfabrication@shaw.ca

Fabricating beauty for your Home and office! 

~ Interior & Exterior
   Glass Railing
~ Aluminium Staircase
~ Sliding, swing gates &
   Automation
~ Aluminium Fence
  & Railing
~ Wine cellar Door  
~ Custom steel &
  Aluminium decorative 

We Specialize in:
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Tips for families to help their 
children succeed
Here are some fun and easy tips to encourage 
your children to read and be successful! 

Establish a family habit of reading- set a 
regular time and place for reading in your 
home for all members of the family. Share 
family stories at bedtime or as dinner 
conversation, and encourage your child to 
share favourite stories with you.

Show genuine interest in what your child is 
reading. 

Appreciate the books your child chooses to 
read, even the ones that look "too easy,” read-
ing should be fun and enjoyable, you can 
guide your child to a more challenging book 
the next time you visit the library.

Start early! Read to your child. Start sharing 
books when your child is born. And read to 
your child even if they can read themselves, 
they still enjoy hearing good stories read to 
them. Readers in the early grades can under-
stand far more advanced vocabulary and 
complex stories than they are able to read 
– it helps their reading later if you continue 
to read to them.

Encourage older children to read aloud to 
younger children or to you as you do chores.

Read yourself! Make sure your child knows 
that you enjoy reading too. There is nothing 
like a good role model.

Take your children to the local public library 
to choose books or to attend Summer Reading 
Club programs. Many children appreciate 
going with friends – ask your child to invite 
a friend or two.

Take advantage of "waiting" time to share 
books: on trips, at the doctor’s office, in line 
at the grocery store. 

Allow your child to select books to read and 
be aware of your child’s reading interests.

Give books as presents. 

Get to know the children’s librarian at your 
local public library. 

Register your child for a library card. Get 
the one free card that brings you a world of 
opportunity – no matter what your age. 

www.cool-creations.com

 
#195-11880 Hammersmith Way, 
Richmond, BC, V7A 5C8

Tel: 604.275.4004
Fax: 604.275.4084
Email: info@cool-creations.com


